
The Order of Service                      

for Home Worship 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY of 

EASTER 

 

Hymn: The Strife is O’er 
 

1. The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
Now is the Victor’s triumph won; 
O let the song of praise be sung: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

2. Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst, 
And Jesus hath his foes dispersed; 
Let shouts of praise and joy outburst: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

3. On the third day he rose again 
Glorious in majesty to reign; 
O let us swell the joyful strain: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

4. Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee 
From death’s dread sting thy servants free, 
That we may live and sing to thee: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Father of glory, holy and eternal, look upon us now in power and mercy. May 
your strength overcome our weakness, your radiance transform our blindness, 
and your Spirit draw us to that love shown and offered to us by your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

As we come into the presence of our heavenly Father let us seek his forgiveness of 
our sins that we may know his peace in our hearts. 
 

Lord Jesus, you raise the dead to life in the Spirit.  Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you give light to those who live in darkness. Lord, have mercy. 
 

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia, to the Saviour who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity; 
Alleluia, Alleluia, to the Triune Majesty. 
 

Collect: Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise 
again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness 
that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.                                                    5. 27-32 
When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest 
questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet 
here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring 
this man’s blood on us.’ But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God 
rather than any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom 
you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader 
and Saviour, so that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And 
we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to 
those who obey him.’ 
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                          Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 118: 19-25      
Response:      O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 

Open to me the gates of righteousness  
that I may enter through them  
and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord;  
the righteous shall enter through it. (R) 
 

I thank you that you have answered me  
and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected  
has become the chief cornerstone. (R) 
 

This is the Lord’s doing; 
it is marvellous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made;  
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!  
O Lord, we beseech you, give us success. (R) 
 

A reading from the book of Revelation.                                                          1. 4-8 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who 
is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the  
ruler of the kings of the earth.  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his 
blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes 
of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.  ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the 
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.  
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                           Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
“I am the Alpha and the Omega”, says the Lord, “Who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
 
 

Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint John.                          20. 19-31.                              
Glory to you, O Lord. 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said 
to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When 
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained.’  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But 
he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’  A week later his 
disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then 
he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and 
my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’  Now Jesus did many 
other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                      Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Meditation: 
The disciples were sheltering in Jerusalem, afraid of the authorities. As they 
discussed their fears Jesus appeared among them and greeted them with the words, 
“Peace be with you!” We can only imagine their excitement as they rejoiced in his 
presence. Today as we celebrate the Good News that Christ has risen we rejoice in 
his presence with us. For he is here with us as. He comes to each of us in our own 
situations and reaches out to us uniting us to himself and to one another in his love. 
He greets us with the same words, “Peace be with you!” as he opens his arms to us 
and embraces us in his love. He breathes his love upon us and strengthens us with 
the Holy Spirit just as he breathed over the disciples. We share their joy as we rejoice 
in his presence with us. Suddenly, in that room, the disciples realised that they were 
not alone. In midst of their fear and confusion Jesus had come to them. Neither are 
we alone. In the circumstances of our daily lives, in our joys and sorrows, hopes and 
fears the risen Jesus is with us. Jesus is risen and he lifts us up, he raises us up now. 



Let us open our eyes to recognise his presence with us. With the disciples let us 
proclaim him, “My Lord and my God.” 
  

                          

Intercessions: 
In the power of the Holy Spirit and in union with Christ let us bring our prayers for the Church 
and for the world to our heavenly Father. 
 

We pray for the Church throughout the world, for the leaders of the Church among them Mary 
our Bishop. We pray for the clergy and people of our diocese and for our own ministry area; 
may the Church faithfully proclaim the risen Christ, the sure ground for hope in the world. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the people of the world, for the victims of violence and oppression among them 
the people of the Ukraine and the Holy Land, for all suffering the effects of natural disaster 
and for those suffering from famine or drought; may the power of the risen Christ bring peace 
where there is conflict and reconciliation where there is division.   
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for our own community, for our families, friends and neighbours. We give thanks for 
all who serve the needs of the vulnerable; may we witness to the risen Christ in our daily lives, 
bringing your love and peace to all with whom we share our lives. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who are in need, for those who are sick, for those who are bereaved, for the 
lonely and isolated and for all in any kind of need. We hold in our hearts before God those 
known to us who are in need at this time and all whose names are recorded in our intercession 
books; relieve them according to their need, strengthen them with your Holy Spirit and 
console them with the love of Christ. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who have died. We remember before God our own departed loved ones and 
we pray for the recently departed and those whose anniversary of death falls at this time; 
welcome them and all the departed into the eternal joy and peace of your heavenly kingdom. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We bring all our prayers to our heavenly Father as we pray together: 

Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, 
The power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Peace: 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, “Peace be with you!” They 
were overjoyed on seeing the Lord. The peace of the Lord be with you and with all those 
whom you love. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray: 
Lord God our Father, through our Saviour Jesus Christ you have assured your children 
of eternal life and in baptism have made us one with him: deliver us from the death of 
sin and raise us to new life in your love, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

The Blessing: 
The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 
 

God the Father, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you to walk with 
him in his risen life and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



Hymn:  Alleluia, Sing to Jesus! 

1. Alleluia, sing to Jesus, His the sceptre, his the throne; 
Alleluia, his the triumph, his the victory alone: 
Hark, the songs of peaceful Sion 
Thunder like a mighty flood; 
Jesus, out of every nation, 
Hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 

2. Alleluia, not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;  
Alleluia, he is near us, faith believes nor questions how; 
Though the cloud from sight received him 
When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise, 
“I am with you evermore”? 
 

3. Alleluia, Bread of Angels, Thou on earth our food, out stay; 
Alleluia, here the sinful flee to thee from day to day; 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 
Earth’s Redeemer, plead for me, 
Where the songs of all the sinless 
Sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

4. Alleluia, King eternal, Thee the Lord of lords we own; 
Alleluia, born of Mary, Earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 
Thou within the veil hast entered, 
Robed in flesh, our great High Priest; 
Thou on earth both Priest and Victim 
In the Eucharistic Feast. 
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